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Copy of Prime Minister Nehru's letter 
Gated 12th November, 1962 to President 
Ayub Khan 


eee 


My dear President, 


Thank you for your letter of 6th November, 1962 which I 
received from your High Commissioner in New Delhi. 


I had in my letter of 27th October given a brief account of 
the aggression by the forces of the People's Republic of China on 
Indian territory along the Eastern and Western sections of the 
India—China border, I agree with you that the military clashes 
that have taken place between Chinese and Indian forces are a matter 
of common concern to all of us who are interested in the maintenance 
of peace and stability in this sub-continent, 


With your experience as a distinguished soldier you will 
no doubt realise that the Chinese aggression is not merely in the 
nature of a border incident, but is an invasion of India on a 
massive scale and has a significance wider than that of a mere 
border conflict between China and India. Whatever our differences 
may be, the disturbance to stability and peace in this sub-continent 
is matter of common concern to both of us and you would not, I am 
sure, want any weakening or submission to Chinese aggression on 
our part as that will affect not only the future of India, but of 
all independent countries in this region. 


In spite of our love of shel we could not submit to thig 
further aggression by China and we have, therefore, much against our 
wishes, had to take all possible steps to meet the Chinese invasion. 
Just as I appealed to you in my letter of October 27 for your 
sympathy and support in our efforts to meet the crisis created by 
Chinese aggression, we also requested all friendly countries for 
their sympathy and help, Some of these countries have been good 
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enough to agree to help us with urgently required defence stores 
and equipmens. 


This struggle against Chinese aggression is none of our 
seeking. It is painful for us to be involved in warlike measures 
and to turn our limited resources to warlike activities when there 
are so many demands for developments to be met by us. We are, 
however, facing powerful and wmscrupulous invader who has moumted 
a Well planned and massive invasion. All our energies and 
resources have to be devoted to resistance against this Chinese 
aggression, The help given to us by way of defence equipment and 
stores by friendly countries will be utilised solely in this 
resistance to Chinese aggression, We have to build up adequate 
war potential to meet the Chinese aggressor but this new war 
potential, to which you refer in your letter, cannot and will not 
be used for any purpose other than effective resistance against 
this further Chinese aggression. 


I entirely agree with you that we should strive for a 
world of peace and friendly relations with all comtries and that 
the only methods which we should adopt are the methods of peace, 
Both our countries are engaged in tremendous tasks of development 
and of modernisation so as to raise the standards of living of our 
people, To this, we are firmly dedicated. You can rest assured, 
Mr. President, that this policy will be applied even more specially 
in our relations with Pakistan. The idea of any conflict with 
Pakistan is one which is repugnant to us and we, on our part, will 
never initiate it. I am convinced that the future of India and 
Pekisten lies in their friendship and cooperation for the benefit 
of both. 


As for our conflict with China, we would welcome an end of 
that conflict so that we can direct our energy to peaceful development. 
But so long as China continues to invade and commit aggression against 
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our country, we have to defend it as you would no doubt do if 
any country committed aggression against Pakistan. While we 
shall always seck an end of this conflict, it has to be in a 
manner which preserves the honour and integrity of India, It 
may be that this conflict will last a long time draining our 
resources and diverting our energies from the programmes of 
development. 


In any event, we cannot submit to the aggressor. I am 
sure you would not want us to do so. Resisting the aggressor 
will cost us dearly, but I am sure you would agree with me that 
this high cost must be paid to maintain our independence and 
territorial integrity, Any wecicening by India or submission to 
the aggressor will endanger the independence and territorial 
integrity not only of India but of all sovereign states in this 
region. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 
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FROM: New Delhi 


TO: Secretary of State F ILE 


NO: 1835, November 15, midnight. 


ACTION DEPARTMENT 1835; INFORMATION KARACHI 274, 


The following is a copy of Nehru's letter of November 11 to 
President Ayub: 


QUOTE 
My Dear President, 


Thank you for your letter of 6 November, 1962, which I received 
from your High Commissioner in New Delhi. 


I had, in my letter of 27 October, given a brief account of the 
aggression by the forces of the People's Republic of China on 
Indian territory along the eastern and western sections of the 
India-China border, I agree with you that the military clashes 
that have taken place between Chinese and Indian forces are a 
matter of common concern to all cf us who are interested in the 
maintenance of peace and stability in this sub-continent. 


, With your experience as a distinguished soldier, you wiil no 
doubt realize that the Chinese aggression is not merely in the 
nature of a border incident but is an invasion of India on a 
massive scale and has a significance wider than that of a mere 
border conflict between China and India. Whatever our differ- 
ences may be, the disturbance to stability and peace in this 
sub-continent is a matter of common concern to both of us and 
you would not, I am sure, want any weakening or submission to 
Chinese aggression on our part as that will affect not only 
the future of India but of all independent countries in this 
region. 
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In spite of our love of peace, we could not submit to this 
further aggression by China and we have, therefore, much 
against our wishes, had to take all possible steps to meet 
the Chinese invasion. Just as I appealed to you in my letter 
of 27 October for your sympathy and support in our efforts 

to meet the crisis created by Chinese aggression, we also 
requested all friendly countries for their sympathy and help. 
Some of these countries have been good enough to agree to 
help us with urgently required defence stores and equipment. 


This struggle against Chinese aggression is none of our 
seeking. It is painful for us to be involved in war-like 
measures and to turn our limited resources to war-like act- 
ivities when there are so many demands for developments to 
be met by us. We are, however, facing a powerful and un- 
scrupulous invader who has mounted a well-planned and massive 
invasion. All our energies and resources have to be devoted 
to resistance against this Chinese aggression. The help 
given to us by way of defence equipment and stores by friendly 
countries will be utilized solely in this resistance to 
Chinese aggression. We have to build up adequate war po- 
tential to meet the Chinese aggressor but this new war po- 
tential, to which you refer in your letter, cannot and will 
not be used for any purpose other than effective resistance 
against this further Chinese aggression. 


I entirely agree with you that we should strive for a world of 
peace and friendly relations with all countries and that the 
only methods which we should adopt are the methods of peace, 
Both our countries are engaged in tremendous tasks of develop- 
ment and of modernization so as to raise the standards of 
living of our people. To this we are firmly dedicated. You 
can rest assured, Mr. President, that this policy will be 
applied even more specially in our relations with Pakistan, 
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-3- 1835, November 15, midnight from New Delhi 


The idea of any conflict with Pakistan is one which is repug- 
nant to us, and we on our part will never initiate it. I am 
convinced that the future of India and Pakistan lies in their 
friendship and cooperation for the benefit of both, 


As for our conflict with China, we would welcome en end of that 
conflict so that we can direct our energy to peaceful develop- 
ment. But so long as China continues to invade and commit ag- 
gression against our country, we have to defend it, as you 
would no doubt do if any country committed aggression against 
Pakistan. While we shall always seek en end of this conflict, 
it has to be in a manner which preserves the honor and integrity 
of India. It may be that this conflict will last a long time, 
draining our resources and diverting our energies from the 
programmes of developments. 


In any event, we cannot submit to the aggressor, I am sure you 
would not want us to do so, Resisting the aggressor wiil cost 
us dearly, but, I am sure, you would agree with me that this 
high cost must be paid to maintain our independence and ter- 
ritorial integrity. Any weakening by India or submission to 
the aggressor will endanger the independence and territovial 
integrity not only of India but of all sovereign states in this 
region. 


With kind regards, 
Yours Sincerely, 


Signed / - Jawaharlal Nehru, 


END QUOTE. 


GALBRAIT# 


ba 


| i H ha, / 
“ INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of Stv.e ps3 , 


M 
Action 


ss 
Info 


DECLASSIFIED 


ead = 
—-SECREE- we eee 
Control: 6865 
Rec'd: November 19, 1962 
FROM: New Delhi 4:47 p.m. 
TO: Secretary of State A / 


: 1891, November 19, 8 p.m. 
"oe se "EVES OnLy 


NIACT 

i 
EYES ONLY PRESIDENT, SECRETARY AND SECDEF . ib 
Verbatim Text 


Following is text of message dated today from Prime Minister 
to President, to be delivered by B. K, Nehru. Copy handed 
me this evening by M,J. Desai. 


Begin Text. 
Dear Mister President, 


It is now a month since the Chinese massive attack on India 
started on 20 October. I think I must write to you again 

to acquaint you with further developments that have occured 
since my letter of 29 October. Before I deal with these 
further developments, however, I would like to say that we 
are extremely grateful to you and the Government and people 
of the USA for the practical support given to us. We par- 
ticularly appreciate the speed with which the urgently needed 
small arms and ammunition were rushed to India. 


There was a deceptive lull after the first Chinese offensive 
during which the Chinese mounted a serious propaganda offen- 
sive in the name three-point proposals which, shorn of their 
wrappings, actually constituted a demand for surrender on 
their terms. The Chinese tried, despite our rejection of 
these proposals, to get various Afro-Asian countries to inter- 
cede with varying offers of mediation. 

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
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After my clear and categorical statement in Parliament on 

14 November rejecting the three-point proposals of Chou. 
en-Lai, the Chinese who had made full preparations to put 
further military pressure on us, re-started their military 
offensive. I am asking our Ambassador to give you a copy 

of a statement on the developments in the military situation 
during the last few days which I made in the Parliament this 
morning. Bomdila, which was the headquarters of our North 
East Frontier Agency Command, has been surrounded and the 
equivalent of two divisions engaged in the operations in the 
NEFA area are fighting difficult rear-guard actions, It is 
not quite certain how many of them will be able to extricate 
themselves and join the Corps Headquarters at Texpur, further 
south. 


The Chinese are, by and large, in possession of the greater 
portion of the North East Frontier Agency and are poised to 
over-run CHUSHUL in Ladakh. There is nothing to stop them 
after CHUSHUL till they reach LEH, the headquarters of the 
Ladakh Province of Kahsmir. 


Events have moved very fast and we are facing a grim situation 
in our struggle for survival and in defending all that India 
stands for against an unscrupulous and powerful aggressor. 


Our defense experts have been discussing our detailed re- 
quirements with thetechnical experts in your Embassy here 
and have given them a full picture of the magnitude of the 
operations and the need for air transport and jet fighters. 
These are absolutely necessary to stem the Chinese tide of 
aggression. A lot more effort, both from us and from our 
friends, will be required to roll back this aggressive tide, 
I hope we will continue to have the support and assistance 
of your great country in the gigantic efforts that have to 
be made and sustained to deal with the unscrupulous and 
powerful enemy we are facing, 


I am 
SEGRES 


—SEGREL- 


-3- 1891, November 19, 8 p.m. from New Delhi 


I am also writing to Prime Minister Macmillan to keep him 
informed of these developments, 


With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 
S$D/-Jawaharlal Nehru 


End Text. 
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NEW DELHI ,° 
19th Nove: xr 1962 


Dear Mr. President, 

It is now a month since the Chinese massive 
attack on India started on 20th October. I think I 
must write to you again to acquaint you with further 
developments that have occurred since my letter of 
29th October. Before I deal with these further 
developments I would like to say that we are extremely 
grateful to you and the Government and people of the 
United States of America for the practical support 
given to us. We particularly appreciate the speed with 
which the urgently needed small arms and ammunition 


were rushed to India. 


2. There was a deceptive lull after the first 
Chinese offensive during which the Chinese mounted a 
serious propaganda offensive in the name of peace to get 
us to accept their so-called three point proposals 
which,shorn of their wrappings, actually constituted a 
demand for surrender on their terms. The Chinese tried, 
despite our rejection of these proposals to get various 
Afro-Asian countries to intercede with varying offers 


of mediation. 


3. after my clear and categorical statement in 
Parliament on 14th November rejecting the three point 
proposal of Chou En-Lai, the Chinese who had made full 
preparations to put further military pressure on us 
restarted their military offensive. I am asking our 


Ambassador to give you a copy of a statement on the 
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developments in the military situation during the last 
few days which I made in the Parliament this morning. 
Bomdila which was the Headquarters of our North East 
Frontier Agency Command, has been surrounded and the 
equivalent of two divisions engaged in the operations 
in the N.E.F.A. area are fighting difficult rearguard 
actions. It is not quite certain how many of them will 
be able to extricate themselves and join the Corps 


Headquarters at Tezpur further south. 


4. The Chinese are by and large in possession of 
the greater portion of the North East Frontier Agency 

and are poised to overrun Chushul in Ladakh. There is 
nothing to stop them after Chushul till they reach Leh, 


the Headquarters of the Ladakh province of Kashmir. 


5. Events have moved very fast and we are facing 
a grim situation in our struggle for survival and in 
defending all that India stands for against an 


unscrupulous and powerful aggressor. 


6. Our Defence experts have been discussing our 
detailed requirements with the technical experts in your 
Embassy here and have given them a full picture of the 
magnitude of the operations and the need for air transport 
and jet fighters. These are absolutely necessary to stem 
the Chinese tide of aggression. A lot more effort, 

both from us and from our friends, will be required to 
roll back this aggressive tide. I hope we will continue 


to have the support and assistance of your great country 
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in the gigantic efforts that have to be made and 
sustained to deal with the unscrupulous and powerful 


enemy we are facing. 


te I am also writing to Prime Minister 


MacMillan to keep him informed of these developments. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 


The President, 


The White House, 
WASHINGTON D.C. 


TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER NEHRU'S 
STATEMENT IN THE LOK SABHA ON 
THE BORDER SITUATION ON 
NOVEMBER 19, 1962 


“I have to give grievous news to this House. 
Both Walong and Sela Ridge in N.E.P.A. have fallen to 
the enemy. In the Chushul area, fighting is proceeding. 


“In Walong, the enemy attacked on 15th/16th 
night. This was a two-pronged attack. The battle 
continued till the 17th. The enemy succeeded in 
shelling the air-field which was the only source of 
supply to our forces. On the 17th afternoon, our 
troops started withdrawing to defensive positions in 
the rear. 


"In the Jang area, the enemy attacked our positions 
on November 17. Their attack was repulsed four times. 
Ultimately, they attacked in greater strength and this 
Jang position had to be given up and our troops fell 
back to the main position at Sela. In the meantime, 
the enemy bypassed our main post by outflanking movement 
between Sela and Bomdila. They attacked in the early 
hours of 18th November and cut the road between Sela 
and Bomdila. The infiltrators were forced to withdraw; 
they formed up again and renewed the attack. The 
situation is somewhat confused and fighting is going 
on. But our command had to withdraw from Sela. 


"In the Chushul sector in Ladakh, heavy 
artillery attacks were made on Chushul air-field; 
and one post was attacked on the morning of November 18 
and after fierce fighting, this post was overwhelmed. 
Part of another post, six miles east of Chushul, was 
also attacked. Other attacks in Chushul area were 
repulsed. Fighting is still going on. 


“This is bad news. I cannot go into further 
details at this stage. I should like to add that in 
spite of reverses suffered by us, we are determined hot 
to give in any way and we shall fight the enemy however 
long it may take to repel him and drive him out of our 
country." 


Ufither. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


19th November 1962 


My dear Mr, Prasident, 


I have the honour to transmit to you a 
letter from the Prime Minister of India which has 
been received by this Embassy telegraphically. 

With my high regard and esteem, 


Yours sincerely, 


(B.K. NEHRU) 
Ambassador of India 


The President, 
The White House, 
WASHINGTON D.C. 
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Dear Mr, President, 


Within a few hours of despatching my earlier message of 
today, the situation in the N,E.F.A, Command has deteriorated still 
further. Bomdila has fallen and the retreating forces from 
Sela have been trapped between the Sela Ridge and Bomdila. A 
Serious threat has developed to our Digboi oil fields in preg 
With the advance of the Chinese in massive strength, the entire 
Brahmaputra Valley is seriously threatened and wmless something is 
Gone immediately to stem the tide the whole of Assam, Tripura, 
Manipur and Nagaland would also pass into Chinese hands. 


2, The Chinese have poised massive forces in the Chumbi 

Valley between Sikkim and Bhutan and ancther invasion from that 
direction appears imainent. Our areas further North West on the 
border with Tibet in the States of U.P., Punjab and Himachal Pradesh 
ere also threatened. In Ladakh, as I have said in my earlier com 
munication, Chushul is under heavy attack and shelling of the airfield 
at Chushul has already commenced. We have also noticed increasing 
air activity by the Chinese air force in Tibet. 


3. Hitherto we have restricted our requests for assistance 
to essential equipment and we are most grateful for the assistance 
which has been so readily given to us, We did not ask for more 
comprehensive assistance particularly air assistance because of the 
wider implications of such assistance in the global context and we 
did not want to embarrass our friends. 


he The situation that has developed is, however, really 
flesperate. We have to have more comprehensive assistance if the 
Chinese are to be prevented from taking over the whole of Eastern 
India, Any delay in this assistance reaching us will result in 
nothing short of a catastrophe for our country. 
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5. We have repestedly felt the need of using air arm in 
support of our land forces, but have been mable to do so as in 
the present state of our air and radar equipment we have no 
defence against retaliatory action by the Chinese. 


6. I, therefore, request that immediately support be 
given to strengthen our air arm sufficiently to stem the tide 
of Chinese advance. 


7. I am advised that for providing adequate air defence 

a4 minimum of 12 squadrons of supersonic allweather fighters are 
essential. We have no modern radar cover in the country. For 
this also we seek your assistance. Our needs are most immediate. 
The United States Air Force personnel will have to man these 
fighters and radar installations while our personnel are being 
trained. U.S. fighters and transport planes manned by U.S, 
personnel will be used for the present to protect our cities and 
installations from Chinese air attacks and to maintain our 
commmications. We should if this is possible also like U.S, 
planes manned by U.S. personnel to assist the Indian Air Force in 
air battles with the Chinese air force over Indian areas where 
air action by the I,A4.F. against Chinese commmication lines 
supplies and troop concentration may lead to counter air action 
by the Chinese. 


8, any air action to be taken against the Chinese beyond 
the limits of our country, e.g. in Tibet, will be taken by I.4,F, 
planes manned by Indian personnel, ~ 


9 Determined as we are to liberate all parts of our 
territory which may pass into the hands of the Chinese aggressors 
it is clear that sooner or later we would have to neutralise their 
bases and airfields by striking from the air. For this purpose 

I request you to consider assisting us with two Squadrons of 
Bombers of B-47 type. To man this indispensible arm we would like 
to send immediately our Pilots and Technicians for training in 

the United States. 
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10, The Chinese threat as it has developed involves not 
merely the survival of India, but the survival of free and 
independent Governments in the whole of this sub-Continent or in 
Asia, The domestic quarrels regarding small areas or 
territorial borders between the countries in this sub-Continent 
or in Asia have no relevance whatever in the context of the 
developing Chinese invasion. I would emphasise particularly 
that all the assistance or equipment given to us to meet our dire 
need will be used entirely for resistance against the Chinese. 

I have made this clear in a letter I sent to President Ayub Khan 
of Pakistan. I am asking our Ambassador to give you a copy of 
this letter, ; 


h. We are confident that your great comtry will in this 
hour of our trial help us in our fight for survival and for the 
survival of freedom and independence in this sub-Continent as well 
as the rest of Asia. We on our part are determined to spare no 
effort wmtil the threat posed by Chinese expansionist and 
aggressive niliterisa to freedom and independence is completely 
eliminated. | 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 


The President, 
The White House, 
WASHINGTON D.C. 
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The following letter was delivered to the President by 
the Indian Ambassador this evening, and is transmitted for 
your information in the event that a copy has not been 
delivered to Gnbassy. Department comments will follow in 
separate telegran. 

QUOTE New Delhi 
19th November 1962 
Dear Mr. President, 

Within a few hours of despatching my earlier message of 
today, the situation in the N,Z.F.4. Command has deteriorated 
still further. Somdila has fallen and the retreating forces 
from Sela have been trapped between the Sela Ridge and 
Bondila. A serious threat has developed to our Digboi oil 

fields in Assam. With the advance of the Chinese in massive 
strength, the entire Brahmaputva Valley is seriously threatened 
and unless something is dome immediately to stem the tide 


the whole of Assam, Tripura, Manipur and Nagaland would also 


Oratted by. Teleprephic tansmisnion and 
= :aeh: sents ‘to S/S = Mz. Breisk 
Clearances, 


ONLY 


‘ REPRODUCTION FROM 
-POP-SHEORET- peg Ba be Lh 
UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED” 


pass into Chinese hands. 


2% The Chinese have #EXH poised massive forces in the Chumbi Valley 
between Sikkim and Bhutan and another invasion from that direction 
appears imminent. Our areas further North West on the border with 
Tibet in the States of U.P., Punjab and Himachal Pradesh are also 
threatened. In Ladakh, as I have said in my earlier communication, 
Chushul is under heavy attack and shelling of the airfield at Chushul 
has already commenced. We have also noticed increasing air activity 
by the Chinese air force in Tibet. 

3. Hither we have restricted our requests for assistance to 
essential equipment and we are most grateful for the assistance 
which has been so readily given to us. We did not ask for more 
comprehensive assistance particularly aix assistance because of the 
wider implications of such assistance in the global context and we 
did not want to embarrass our friends. 

4, The situation that has developed is, however, really desperate. 
We have to have more comprehensive assistance if the Chinese are to 
be prevented from taking over the whole of Eastern Incia. Any 

delay in this assistance reachins us will cesult in nothing short 


of a catastrophe for our country. 
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5. We have repeatedly MXREK the need of using air arm in support 


of our land forces, but have been unable to do so as in the present 

state of our air and radar equipment we have no defense against 
relatiatory action by the Chinese. 

6. I, therefore, request that immediately support be given to 
strengthen our air arm sufficiently to stem the tide of Chinese advance. 
7 IP I am advised that for providing adequate air defense a minimm 

of 12 squadrons of supersonic allweather fighters are essential. We 
have no modern radar cover in the country. For this also we seek your 
assistance. Our needs are most immediate. The United States Air Force 
personnel will have to man these fighters and radar installations 

while our personnel are being trained. U.S. fighters and transport planes 
manned by U.S. personnel will be used for the present to protect our 
cities and installations from Chinese air attacks and to maintain our 
communications. We should if this is possible also like U.S. planes 
manned by U.S. #K personnel to assist the Indian Air Force in air battles 
with the Chinese air force over Indian areas where air action by the 
I.A.F, against Chinese communicatinn lines supplies and troop 
concentration may lead to counter air action by the Chinese. 

8. Any air action to be taken against theChinese beyond the 

limits of our country, e.g. in Tibet, will be taken by I.A.F. planes 


manned by Indian personnel. 


9. Determined as we are to liberate all parts of our territory 

which may pass into the hands of the Chinese aggressors it is clear that 
sooner or later we would have to neutralise their bases and airfields 

by striking from the air. For this purpose I request you to consider 
assisting us with two Squadrons of Bombers of B-47 type. To man 

this indispensible arm we would like to send immediately our Pilots 

and Technicians for Esultsttaig] tte United States. 

10. The Chinese threat as it has developed involves not merely the 
survival of India, but the survival of free and independent Governments 
in the whole of this H sub-Continent or in Asia. ‘ The domestic quarrels 
regarding small areas or territorial borders between the countries in 
this KHMJ sub-Continent or in Asia have no relevance whatever in the 
context of the developing EX Chinese XHWXM invasion. I would emphasize 
particularly that all the assistance or 4 equipment given to us to meet 
our dire need will be used entirely for resistance against the 

Chinese. I have made this clear in a letter I sent to KXHKZ&¥ President 
Ayub Khan of Pakistan. I am asking our Ambassador to give you a copy 
of this Letter. 

lL. We are confident that your great country will in this hour of 


our trial help us in our fight for survival and for the survival of 
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freedom and independence in this sub-Continent as well as the rest 
of Asia. We on our part are determined to spare no effort untilXk the 
threat posed by Chinese expansionist and aggressive militarism to 
freedom and independence is completely eliminated. 
With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNQUOTE 
END 
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ss Rec'd: November 19, 1962 
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FROM: New Delhi - CORRECTED COPY 


TO: Secretary of State EYES ONLY 


NO: 1889, November 19, 8 p.m. ay weal? ; 
NIACT 


POLICY 
EYES ONLY FOR PRESIDENT, SECRETARY AND SECRETARY DEFENSE 


Following the message of 19 November from Nehru to you I have 
just learned under conditions of the greatest confidence that 
another is now (7:00 PM New Delhi time) in preparation. This 

is in reaction to new disasters and further large Chinese 
advances today. This will ask for some form of back up 

support to the Indian Air Force by the USAF amounting to joint 
Air Defense. This is to deter attacks on cities and lines 

of communications while Indians commit IAF to tactical operations 
and attacks on Chinese communications which they believe is now 
only chance of stopping Chinese and preventing cutoff of eastern 
India or more. There will also be indication of movement on 
sub-continential defense and preconditions in Kashmir or in 

any case this is much in mind. I have urged careful consideration 
of acceleration of conflict to air and believe, on reflection, 
that I should drive home this point further with Prime Minister. 
For the rest I have not reacted since Indian mood is desperate, 
the situation indeed grim and the request must obviously go to 
you. I will ascertain in morning if they have approached 
Russians for any assurances. I have learned of this move 

under conditions of greatest confidence even senior Ministers 
not being yet informed. My staff is not informed, You must 
protect fact of my knowledge and this warning now and indefinitely. 
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